Then he called the eight elephants guarding the eight directions. These, (Airavata,
Pundarika, Vamana, Kumuda, Anjana, Pushpadanta, Sarvabhauma and Supratika)
along with their wives (Abhraka, Kapila, Pingala, Anupama,Tamraparni, Subhradanti,
Gandhavati, and Anjanavathi) jumped into the flames. Then came people from
Bharata-varsha, Kimpurusha-Varsha, Harivarsha, Kuru-Varsha, Bhadrasva-Varsha
and Ketumala-varsha, and offered themselves in sacrifice. When thus Rasatala
and Bhutala had become empty, Maha-Sambhu offered, as sacrifice, all the planets
and also the devatas. Indra and his Dik-palas (Indra, Agni, Yama, Nairiti, Varuna.
Vayu, Kubera and Isana) Sura, Kinnara, Charanangha Kimpurushas, siddha-sadhyas
and all other devas decorated themselves in festive clothes and ornaments and
offered themselves as sacrifice. The wives of the Dik-palas (Sachidevi, Svahadevi,
Syamaladevi. Dirghadevi, Kalikadevi, Anjanadevi, Chitra-rekha and Isana) also
entered the flames, accompanying their husbands. The twin Aswins, the eight Vasus
(Apu, Dhruva, Soma, Adharva, Anila, Pratyusha, Anala and Prabhasa) the twelve
Adityas (Aryama, Mitra, Aruna, Arka, Bhaga, Indra, Vivasvanta, Pusha, Parjanya,
Tvashta, Vishnu and Ajaghanya), the eleven Rudras(Ugra, Soma, Sarva,
Mrigavyadha, Rantija, Bhikshuka, Ahirbudhnya, Pinaki, Padukesvara, Kapalikeya
and Bhauma), and the Pitruganas also fell into the flames gladly.   Accompanied
by Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanathkumara and Sanatsujata and other great Munis,
bearing his five weapons, with Luxmidevi and Bhudevi by his side, Lord Vishnu with
a radiant smiling face fell into the flames of Samvid-Agni.

Then came Lord Shiva accompanied by Bhringi, Nandi, Vinayaka, and the Ganas
who, worshipping the Chid-Vahni, entered it with characteristic calm and peace.

Then followed sixty-six crores of deva-ganas and apsaras while Bhandasura
and Tarakasura silently gazed in scorn at the great Homa-Kunda which was
swallowing up all life in the three worlds.

Then approached Brahma with Marichis and tapasvins, riding on his swan fully
bedecked and flanked by Sarasvathi, Savitri and Gayatri;and they all offered
themselves as sacrifice, desiring the welfare of the three worlds in a new creation.
The Four Vedas with the six Darshanas personified had also entered the flames
along with those who were responsible for thw propagation.

Thus, after offering up all in the three worlds, Maha-Sambhu was left alone with
the Chid-Kunda, the flames of which were now rising to the top edge of the material
universe. He then completed the Maha-Homa and, leaving his Vayu-Rupa, assumed
his own Svakara and started praying to Lalita Paramesvari to emerge from the
Sacrificial Chid-Agni-Kunda, thus :

ASHTAKARIKA PATAM (STHUTI)

'1) May Devi Lalita, of the Essence of the Universe, the Atma of one and all, the
Ruler and Unifier of all the Elements, may this Supreme Queen and Protectress
Divine, emerge from this sacrificial fire of Divine Wisdom!